December 11, 2007

Town Board Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on December 11, 2007 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

JOSEPH D. CERRETO 

Councilmember 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL 

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU 


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN 


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm.  
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Councilmember Joe Cerreto led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi said that she wanted to thank an employee of the Town’s Department of Environmental Services, Patrick Scanlon, for returning Doris Kinney’s purse.    
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that the Hendrick Hudson High School Girls Volleyball Team won the New York State Championship two years in a row.  Supervisor Puglisi and Councilmembers handed out proclamations to all of the girls on the Hendrick Hudson Girls Volleyball Team.  The Supervisor then introduced the Athletic Director Thomas Baker, Coach Diane Swertfager, Assistant Coach Kathy Turkewitz, Assistant Coach Dina Bertoline and the Statistician Marlene Gillis.  The Volleyball players were all called up to receive their proclamations as follows:  Courtney Desmond, Aaren Connolly, Nicole Tamburri, Kelley-Anne Lonergan, Michelle Jacobson, Alexa Gambardella, Stefanie Matthews, Taylor Wickel, Kristina Pelaccio, Ragin Jackson, Meredith Fay, Kami Nethersole, Jackie Tamburri, Nicole Carbone, and Sereeta Nethersole. 
Coach Diane Swertfager thanked the Town Board for the invitation and that it was an honor to be recognized at this Town Board Meeting. 

Supervisor Puglisi said once again congratulations to the Hendrick Hudson High School Girls Volleyball Team and the school district.  

Athletic Director Thomas Baker thanked the Town Board for the invitation.  
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS, (continued)
Supervisor Puglisi said that she wanted to pay tribute to Councilmember Cerreto because this is his last Town Board Meeting.  Councilmember Cerreto is an asset to the community and Town Board.  Many things have been accomplished over the past thirteen years while Councilmember Cerreto has sat on this Town Board.  Councilmember Cerreto will continue to work with the Town as the Assistant to Veterans Affairs.  
Councilmember Cerreto said it has been a great thirteen years and that he and the Town Board has accomplished many things throughout the years.  This Town is always looking forward and does things that others do not think of doing.  This for the most part has to do with the Supervisor and the Town Board.  This Town also has the best Town Attorney as well as department heads.  These people have always made this Town look good. 
* * 
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town just found out that it will be receiving a grant from New York State for $175,000 for wetland improvements at Steamboat Riverfront Park.  
* * 
Supervisor Puglisi said that I am sure that you all have been reading the newspapers since Thanksgiving Eve.  I am sure that you all have heard about unfortunate act and crime that occurred on the Eve of Thanksgiving.  This was a cross burning at the property of a local family.  The Supervisor said we do not tolerate a crime like that in our community or anywhere in society.  She met with the family members on Thanksgiving Day and told them that she was sorry for what had happened.  Many members form the community met to have a dialogue on this matter at the Cortlandt Community Center.  Supervisor Puglisi said that she went to the Town Board members and said that it would be a good idea if the Town appointed a Diversity Assistant for the Town.  The Town does have someone in mind by the name of Garrison Jackson.  He has been involved with the Town for many years.  Garrison Jackson has been on the Town’s Parks and Recreation Board for a number of years.  Garrison Jackson is also the President and CEO of a multi cultural agency that has worked for many years dealing with these issues.  He is going to help the Town of Cortlandt to come together to continue to educate our community.    
* * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL 
A roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember Ann Lindau said that she wanted to give personal thanks to Patrick Scanlon for returning Doris Kinney’s purse.  He has represented our community in a good way.  

Councilmember Lindau said that she wanted to pay a tribute to Councilmember Cerreto.  Councilmember Lindau said that she has worked with him for a long time and has had a good working relationship with Councilmember Cerreto.    
* * * * * 
Councilmember John Sloan said that a few weeks ago the County decided to no longer participate in drills with Indian Point.  This has left citizens wondering 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (continued) 
what will happen next.  Councilmember Sloan said it is time for someone to recognize that the County needs to address their responsibility to take over the creation of an emergency evacuation management plan if and when that day comes.  The County is clearly biased toward Indian Point.  Two years ago there was a $385,000 study that the County commissioned with the intent to find out it the County could purchase the plant.  The answer was no.  There is a large piece missing when it comes to this topic and it is time for New York State to take over and create an emergency evacuation management plan.  
* * 
Councilmember Sloan said a few kind words about Councilmember Cerreto.  Councilmember Sloan said that that Councilmember Cerreto has common sense when it comes to many issues.  Councilmember Sloan said Councilmember Cerreto has also been one of the most honorable people that he has sat with on a council in this Town and County.  
* * * * * 
Councilmember Frank Farrell said that he wanted to touch upon Councilmember Sloan’s remarks about our senior State Officials with respect to what has taken place at Indian Point.  In the absence of a clearly presented, well thought out rational plan of options their actions have been disappointing.  
Councilmember Farrell said that Environmentalists have discussed the idea of nuclear energy and some of the alternatives to nuclear energy.  Some ideas that have been discussed amongst environmentalists about nuclear power are what the trade offs would be for burning fuel and where is fuel going to come from.  If more nuclear power plants were built, where and how would they be built?  These are questions that need to be discussed and answered.  If Indian Point were to be closed, where would other power plants be built?  Just closing down the plant does not make sense and everyone involved knows that.  These are serious issues and the people that should be leading are not.
* *
Councilmember Farrell said that the Youth Center the Town has been talking about building for a number of years is now moving along.  The Town has a great concept and everyone is behind it.  Through discussion, the idea of building a climbing wall at the new Youth Center was created.  This would attract a difficult group to reach (teenagers).   The Town got back some of the bids for the construction of the Youth Center.  The Youth Center itself was not high but for some reason the heating and air conditioning bid was high.  Some of the numbers for the wall component were high as well.  The Town thinks that these numbers can be reduced without reducing the quality of the project.  The Town will be re-biding the whole project after looking at the bid.  Within the next few months the project is going to be looked at and reworked.  Hopefully the Town will be able to come up with something more suitable.  
* *
Councilmember Farrell said that is has been a privilege to work with Councilmember Cerreto for the last twelve years.  Councilmember Cerreto has always come up with insightful ideas and his contributions will be missed.  It has been a pleasure to work with Councilmember Cerreto.  
* * * * *
Councilmember Joe Cerreto said that two years ago he made a proposal to eliminate Westchester County Government.  Councilmember Cerreto said that 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (continued) 
the County government continues to prove me right.  It is reckless that the County has chosen not to participate in Indian Point drills.  Westchester County gave no notice to anyone, not even the Town of Cortlandt, about walking away from this plan.  The County and New York State have both chosen to not participate in these drills.  In Westchester County’s press release on the matter they wrote that they expect Entergy to participate in their plan.  So now the Town is planning, who knows what the County is doing, and the Federal Government is planning.  Councilmember Cerreto said that a few months back he had mentioned that New York State was trying to eliminate redundancy in government.  This would mean that at least the planning and zoning functions of local governments would be eliminated. 

* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 20, 2007, the Special Meeting of November 5, 2007 and the Special Meeting of December 3, 2007 approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEAIRNG
(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearings were conducted individually:

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi call the hearing to order at 8:20 pm.  

Public Hearing to consider the Adoption of a Tree Preservation Ordinance.  

Supervisor Puglisi thanked the CAC for their hard work on this tree preservation ordinance.  They have been working on this for over a year and the purpose is to preserve trees in the best way possible.  The Town is committed to the protection of our environment.  
DOTS Director Ed Vergano said this is a significant improvement compared to what the Town has on the books right now.  Anyone could cut down a tree on property right now unless the tree is in a wetland or steep slope area.  This will limit clear cutting 4 or more trees in a 2 foot area.  
Sue McDonnell, 19 Susan Lane, read a response on behalf of the Cortlandt WATCH regarding the tree ordinance.  The response was read and presented to the Town Clerk.  (This document is attached to the end of minutes.)  
Karen Jescavage-Bernard of 14 River Lane said that she wanted to thank everyone involved in helping rewrite this tree ordinance.  She did, however, point out some concerns about the ordinance as far as defining some terms more clearly.  This information was written in a letter that Karen Jescavage-Bernard submitted to the Town.  This would be so that staff enforcing the tree ordinance and homeowners could understand the ordinance more clearly.    Karen Jescavage-Bernard said that she looks forward to a strong ordinance that will protect the Town’s trees. 
PUBLIC HEAIRNG, (continued)
Jeff Rothfeder who is from the C.A.C. said that he wanted to point out a few ideas about the tree ordinance.  He said the first thing that he wanted to point out was clear cutting and that he thinks it is great that this Town has decided to add it into the new tree ordinance.  Jeff Rothfeder said that he thought the ordinance needed a protective zone which is 20 feet inward from a property line.  This would provide neighborhood privacy and help keep the beautification of neighborhoods.  Jeff Rothfeder also thought that the definition of tree size should be written more clearly so that property owners know what they can and cannot cut.  
There was no additional discussion.  Councilmember Cerreto moved and Councilmember Lindau seconded that the Public Hearing be adjourned to January 15, 2008.
Councilmember Cerreto moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau to Close the Hearing at 8:35 pm with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None 
* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved the following documents be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  
RESOLUTION NO. 353-07 – Receive and File and Reject bids opened on November 16, 2007 and December 10, 2007 to Memorial Drive Youth Center and authorize DOTS to re-advertise for same. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 354-07 – Receive and File and Reject bids opened on December 3, 2007 with respect to the Croton Avenue wall; and authorize the Director of DOTS to re-advertise for bids.  
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved the following reports be received and filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:  
For the month of November from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, the Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk. 
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS  
Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following documents be received and ordered filed.  
Receive and File the following:  

Memo from the Planning Board with respect to Amherst Road. 

 OLD BUSINESS, (continued) 
2007 Martin Property Report. 

* *
Quarterly Report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit. 

* * 
2007 Town of Cortlandt Achievements Report from the Supervisor. 

* *
Request from the Town of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) with respect to Intervenor Status in the re-licensing process of Indian Point.   

There was no discussion with all voting AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS 

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following documents be received and ordered filed.  
Receive and File the following:  

Notice with respect to a proposed Group Home within the Town and authorize the Supervisor to object.  

Resolutions: 

RESOLUTION NO. 355-07 – Request from the Lakeland School District with respect to reinstating District property in the Westchester County Sewer District; and refer same to the County for their consideration.  

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that if you would like to see the Town of Cortlandt’s 2007 Achievement Report it is posted on the Town’s website.  There are also goals for 2008 posted on the website as well.  

* *

Councilmember Farrell said that with respect to the request from the Town to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission regarding intervenor status in the re-licensing process of Indian Point, it sounds as if the Town is not concerned about the issues at the plant to read this request to the NRC, which was prepared by the Town Attorney Tom Wood with the assistance of Dan Rizel.  However the Town has very specific concerns with issues at the plant with respect to safety, leaks that have been occurring, clean up and decommissioning long term.  The Town wishes to make these points known, not that they have not been heard by the NRC before.  The Town is hopeful that the NRC will vote favorability with these requests for the Town to be able to participate in the re-licensing process.  

Supervisor Puglisi thanked Councilmember Farrell for bringing up those points.  She said Jeff Tkacs is the Town’s Safety, Security and Alternative Energy Coordinator.  Jeff Tkacs has attended all the meetings, public hearings and forums that have been shared by Entergy.  Supervisor Puglisi said that she has also attended many of these events and has had conference calls with Entergy.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Sloan moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Cerreto that the following resolutions be adopted:  
RESOLUTION NO. 356-07 – Re-Appoint Susan Todd as a member of the Planning Board.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 357-07 – Re-Appoint Charles Heady as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). 
* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 358-07 – Appoint Members to the PRC Advisory Board. 

* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 359-07 – Authorize a Contract with respect to the transcription of minutes for the ZBA. 
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi wanted to thank Susan who sits on the Planning Board, Charlie Heady who sits on the Zoning Board and members of the PRC Advisory Board.  
RESOLUTION NO. 360-07 – Appoint Garrison Jackson as a Town Board Aid with respect to diversity and tolerance programs.   
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  
RESOLUTION NO. 361-07 – Appoint Joseph Cerreto as a Town Board Aid with respect to Veterans affairs liaison.  
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that Garrison Jackson will be furthering his involvement in the Town of Cortlandt Government and the Community.  Joe Cerreto is going to work with the Town on Veterans affairs.  

A polled vote of the board was as follows; 



Councilmember Sloan 

Aye. 



Councilmember Cerreto 

Abstained. 



Supervisor Puglisi 

Aye. 



Councilmember Lindau 

Aye. 



Councilmember Farrell

Aye. 

The resolution was declared adopted.  
* * * * * 
Councilmember Sloan moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Cerreto that the following resolutions be adopted:  
RESOLUTION NO. 362-07 – Resolution in support of the creation of the Washington- Rochambeau Revolutionary Historic Trail. 

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * * * * 
RESOLUTIONS, (continued) 

Councilmember Sloan moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Cerreto that the following resolutions be adopted:  
RESOLUTION NO. 363 – Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Village of Croton with respect to the DARE Program.  
A polled vote of the board was, as follows;


Councilmember Sloan 

No.  



Councilmember Cerreto 

No. 



Supervisor Puglisi 

Yes. 




Councilmember Lindau 

Yes. 



Councilmember Farrell

Yes.  

The resolution was declared adopted.  
* * * * * 

Councilmember Cerreto moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau that the following resolutions be adopted:  
Schedule the following Public Hearings for January 15, 2008 to consider the following: 

RESOLUTION NO. 364-07 – An Agreement with Montrose Fire Department for the fire protection to Furnace Dock Fire Protection District for the year 2008.  
* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 365-07 – An Agreement with the Village of Croton-on-Hudson for fire protection to the Mt. Airy/Quaker Bridge Fire Protection District for the year 2008.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 366-07 – An Agreement with the City of Peekskill for fire protection to the Dogwood Road Fire Protection District for 2008.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 367-07 – A Local Law Revising the Table of Dimensional Requirements. 

* *
Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services: 

RESOLUTION NO. 368-07 – Award a Contract for grading at the proposed Dog Park at Sprout Brook Park.  
* *
REMOVED – Award a Contract with respect to a decorative stone wall at the Oregon Road Round-About.  
* *
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)

RESOLUTION NO. 369-07 – Amend a Contact with AKRF with respect to consultant services for a proposed Traffic Mitigation Special Permit (TMSP). 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 370-07 – Authorize The Supervisor to apply for a Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 370A-07 – Authorize an agreement with Buchanan for Shared Services.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 371-07 – Refer a Traffic Report with respect to Millington Road to DOTS and DES. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 372-07 – Authorize One-time leak adjustment with respect to West Realty Association L.L.C. 
* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 373-07 – Authorize a Contract with respect to updating the Tax mapping. 
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that in reference to applying for a shared municipal services incentive grant, Chris Kehoe is going to put in an application to the New York State to try and get some grant monies.  This is an exciting program for the state.  Each municipality can receive $100,000 if they are accepted into this plan for shared services.  This is the wave of the future and the Town of Cortlandt has been successful in the past.  
There was no additional discussion with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * 

Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Farrell that the following resolutions be adopted:  
RESOLUTION NO. 374-07 – Authorize a Contract Extension with New York State for snow removal for 2009-2010. 
* *

RESOLUTION NO. 375-07 – Authorize staff to seek RFP’s with respect to short and long term disability insurance for Town employees through payroll deduction. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 376-07 – Adopt the 2008 Capital Improvement Plan. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 377-07 – Adopt the Town Meeting Schedule for 2008.
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)
RESOLUTION NO. 378-07 – Release security with respect to Cortlandt Self-Storage. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 379-07 – Release security with respect to Cortlandt Ridge. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 379A-07 – Release security with respect to Ridge Road.  
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 380-07 – Authorize Budget Transfers and Amendments of the 2007 Budget.  
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that in reference to adopt the 2008 capital improvement plan, this is a Town local law that was passed in the early 1990’s.  At meetings with staff during the course of the year, items are periodically brought to the Town Board level.  Discussions then take place about all of the projects that the Town would like to do throughout the year.  These meeting have been successful and have helped the Town budget as well as seek grants monies for these projects.  
There was no additional discussion with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.  
Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 381-07 – Authorize a Pilot Agreement with the Croton Housing Network with respect to the Symphony Knoll Housing Project. 

Discussion: Town Attorney Tom Wood said that this is a small affordable housing development that the Village of Croton is sponsoring.  The village is getting IDA funding so the Town has to enter through a pilot with no real estate taxes paid because it is own by a non-for-profit.   
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
None
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
None
ADJOURNMENT 

Supervisor Puglisi ended the Town Board meeting in memory of Kay Flaherty.  Kay Flaherty worked for the Town of Cortlandt for nineteen years.  She was also was very involved in the Town of Cortlandt Government.  Kay Flaherty was the mother of three children.  Supervisor Puglisi asked everyone attending the meeting for a moment of silence in Kay Flaherty’s memory.    
Councilmember Cerreto moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:48 pm, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  
 Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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